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San Sisto College Year 9 Subject Handbook  

 

 

You have now almost completed the second year of your secondary school studies. Up to this 
point you have undertaken your studies in core learning areas. In Year 9 you will continue 
with your study of the core learning areas τ Religious Education, English, Mathematics, 
History and Science. In addition, you will choose three elective subjects to study until the end 
of Year 10. When making your choice of subjects you should give some thought to the 
following issues. 

1 Your ability to succeed in the subject: During the last year you have come to realise 
there are some subjects with which you have difficulties and others in which you have 
been very successful. Success may have been due to your aptitude for the subject, 
your hard work and your perseverance but remember your ability to handle subjects 
is generally accurately reflected by your assessment results. 

2 Your interest in the subject: It is important that you choose subjects because you have 
a genuine interest in the content offered in those subjects ς some subjects are 
practical in orientation, others are theoretical. Know your strengths (and your 
interests) and choose wisely. 

3 Preparation for further study: Whilst the core subjects will prepare you for study in 
the majority of Years 11/12 subjects and thus prepare you for tertiary studies, you may 
have a distinct preference to complete studies in a particular field and these desires 
must influence your choice of electives for further studies. 

As a further aid to your selection of subjects peruse the table on the next page which shows 
the natural progression of subjects from Year 10 to Years 11 and 12. Please note, however, 
that only the subjects marked with an * must be taken as prerequisites for further study of 
these subjects in Years 11 and 12. 
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SUBJECT YEARS 11/12 

(Italics indicate applied syllabus or 
VET) 

Religious Education Study of Religion 
Religion and Ethics 

English 

English  
English Literature 
Essential English  

History 

 

Ancient History 
Modern History 

Mathematics 

Advanced Mathematics 
 (Year 10 elective) 

General Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 
Specialist Mathematics  
Essential Mathematics 

Science 

Chemistry 
Physics 
Biology 

Psychology 

Dance  By negotiation 

Design & Technologies (Food & Fibre 
Production) 

Food & Nutrition 
Hospitality Practices 

Fashion 

Digital Technologies 

Design 

Digital Solutions 

Media Arts in Practice 

Drama Drama  

Economics & Business 

Accounting 
Economics 
Legal Studies 

Geography Geography 

Health & Physical Education 
 
Physical Education  

Italian * Italian 

Japanese * Japanese 

Music Music 

Visual Art 

Visual Art 
Visual Arts in Practice 

Media Arts in Practice 

(* prerequisites)  
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SUBJECT YEARS 11/12 

 Certificate II in Sport and Recreation 

 Certificate III in Health Service Assistance 

 Certificate III in Business 

 Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care 

 Certificate IV in Education Support 

 Diploma of Business 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
(All students will study these subjects) 

 
Religious Education 

English 

History 

Mathematics 

Science 

Positive Development Education 

Physical Education 

 

 

 

 

 

ELECTIVES 
(Three must be chosen for future study) 

 

Dance 

Design & Technologies (Food & Fibre Production) 

Digital Technologies 

Drama 

Economics & Business 

Geography 

Health and Physical Education 

Advanced Mathematics (Year 10 only) 

Modern Languages (Japanese, Italian) 

Music 

Visual Art 
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My hope is that the students of the Archdiocese of Brisbane will understand the Catholic faith more 
deeply and enter into a profound personal encounter with Christ.  
You will require imagination, courage, and faith. 
    (Mark Coleridge, Archbishop of Brisbane, 2013) 
 
The aim of the curriculum is to educate and form students who are challenged to live the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and who are literate in the Catholic and broader Christian tradition of that they might participate 
critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider society. 
                                                          (Pam Betts, Executive Director Catholic Education, Brisbane, 2013) 
 
The Year 9 Religious Education program is academic in its orientation and its major focus is on the study 
of Christianity in the Catholic Tradition. The Religious Education course seeks to: 
 

Å ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-
revelation through Jesus 

Å assist students to understand how the Catholic Church was established and how it tries 
to continue the work of Jesus 

Å assist students in their understanding of the ways in which 
Christianity can enrich their lives and the lives of others.  
 

Year 9 students will develop their knowledge and understanding of: 
 

Å The significance of foundational beliefs in the lives of believers 
Å Divergent understandings of God in the monotheistic religions 
Å Iƻǿ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ understanding of sacred text 
Å The significance of Sacraments of Healing in the lives of believers 
Å Causes and effects of events and developments in the history of the Church  
Å Ways in which believers live their Christian vocation 
Å The impact of Catholic social ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ 

 
Assessment in Religious Education takes place each term. The criteria used for assessment are as follows: 
 

Å Knowledge  
Å Understanding 
Å Skills (analysis, evaluation, synthesis, investigation and communication) 

 

Students have opportunities to be involved in individual, class and liturgical prayer.  A one-day Retreat 
Day is part of the Religious Education Program.  Various incursion activities are organised to complement 
the Religious Education Curriculum. 
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The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands 
of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together the strands focus on 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ listening, 
reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. 

Students will engage with a variety of texts. These include various 
types of media texts, including print, film and digital texts, fiction, non-
fiction, poetry and multimodal texts. 
 
 

Subject Organisation 
Year 9 English is organised around units where students are exposed to a variety of texts and genres. 
The units studied include: 
 
Å Speculative Fiction 
Å Persuasion 
Å Novel Study 
Å Shakespeare 

 

Subject Expectations 
Throughout Year 9 students will be expected to: 

Å create engaging representations of people, places, events and concepts in coherent and well-
structured written, spoken and multimodal texts for specified purposes. 

Å use a variety of strategies to participate effectively in conversations, discussion and debates, 
to ask questions to clarify meaning, and to express their own ideas and viewpoints. 

Å collaborate and negotiate with others to solve problems, and to deliver planned, multimodal 
presentations. 

Å connect and organise ideas and information in logically sequenced texts. 
Å use a variety of text structures and language features for particular purposes, and effects. 
Å select relevant subject matter to advance arguments logically and to persuade others. 
Å make vocabulary choices that contribute effectively to the precision and persuasiveness of 

texts. 
Å use a variety of appropriate punctuation to support meaning in complex sentences. 
Å create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including narratives, 

performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses and transformations of texts. 

 

Home Studies Requirement 

Å Revision of class work 
Å Reading of texts 
Å Completion of language activities 
Å Completion of homework tasks 
Å Assignment work 
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History helps students appreciate how the world and its people 
have changed, as well as the significant continuities that exist. 
The study of history promotes the understanding of societies, 
events, movements and developments that have shaped 
humanity. History allows students to develop their capacity to be 
informed and active citizens. It provides an appreciation of the 
past and the forces that shape societies. Students develop their 
capacity to undertake historical inquiry based on evidence 
derived from the past. Furthermore, History encourages the  

                consideration of varying perspectives and encourages empathy. 

Why Study History? 

Å To become informed, willing and active citizens both now and in the future. 
Å To understand and appreciate the past and present experiences of peoples, identities and 

cultures. 
Å To consider and appreciate that history is the imaginative reconstruction of the past from the 

remaining evidence. 
Å To participate in and contribute to AustraliaΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 
Å To develop the transferable skills associated with historical inquiry. 
Å To learn from the lessons of the past and make informed judgements in the future. 
Å To acknowledge that history is not a single version of the past and understand that there are 

many different perspectives of what happened and why it happened. Therefore, developing 
an understanding of this and being able speculate on why people see things differently is 
encouraged. 

 

How is it Studied? 

The program is arranged in units of work. Each unit is based around the following interrelated strands: 

Å Historical Knowledge and Understanding 
Å Historical Skills 

Topics 

The History program consists of the following topics throughout Years 9 and 10: 

Å The Making of the Modern World 
Å Making a better world 
Å Movement of Peoples 
Å World War I 
Å The Modern World and Australia 
Å World War II  
Å Popular culture 
Å Rights and Freedoms 

Assessment 

Two assessment items are completed each semester. These pieces of work will be considered when 
addressing outcomes achieved by each student.
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Aims 
This subject provides ongoing mathematical experiences which 
ōǳƛƭŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ Lǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ǘƘŜ 
numeracy capabilities that all students need in their personal, work 
and civic life, and provides the fundamentals on which 
mathematical specialties and professional applications of 
mathematics are built. Its aim is to provide students with challenge 
and opportunity for intellectual growth consistent with their ability, 
experience and future life options. 

Course Overview 

Students in Year 9 will study The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. This program is organised 
around the interaction of three content strands and four proficiency strands. 
 

The content strands describe what is to be taught and learnt. They are: 

Number and Algebra   ς number sense and strategies for computation 
     ς  patterns and functions; equivalence and equations 
Measurement and Geometry  ς  length, area, volume, mass, time 
     ς  size, shape, relative position and movement of two-

dimensional figures in the plane and three-dimensional 
objects in space 

Statistics and Probability   ς collect, represent, summarise and interpret data and 
undertake purposeful investigations 

     ς assess likelihoods and assign probabilities using 
experimental and theoretical approaches 

 

The proficiency strands describe how content is explored or developed, that is, the thinking and doing 
ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ƳŀǘƘŜƳatical skills develops 
throughout the curriculum and becomes increasingly sophisticated over the years of schooling. The 
strands are: 

Understanding a robust knowledge of adaptable and transferable mathematical 
concepts 

Fluency skill in choosing appropriate procedures, carrying out procedures 
flexibly, accurately, efficiently and appropriately, and recalling factual 
knowledge and concepts readily 

Problem Solving the ability to make choices, interpret, formulate, model and 
investigate problem situations, and communicate solutions effectively 

Reasoning the capacity for logical thought and actions, such as analysing, proving, 
evaluating, explaining, inferring, justifying and generalising  

 

Assessment will involve written tests, extended modelling and problem-solving tasks and reports. 
Individual study and learning beyond the scope of the semester work program are encouraged and 
provided by Cambridge Essential Mathematics and Education Perfect, two software applications to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ Ƴathematical knowledge and understandings. 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as the Mathematics Academic Leader. 
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Core Science is mandatory for years 7 - 10. Science provides an 
empirical way of answering interesting and important questions 
about the biological, physical and technological world. The 
knowledge it produces has proved to be a reliable basis for action in 
our personal, social and economic lives. Science is a dynamic, 
collaborative and creative human endeavour arising from our desire 
to make sense of our word through exploring the unknown, 
investigating universal mysteries, making predictions and solving 
problems. 

In the Australian Curriculum Science provides opportunities for students to develop an 
understanding of: Important concepts and processes, practices used to develop scientific 
knowledge, how science has contributed to our culture and society and its applications in our 
lives. 

In addition to its practical applications, learning science is a valuable pursuit in its own right. 
Students develop critical and creative thinking skills and challenge themselves to identify 
questions and draw evidence-based conclusions using scientific methods. The wider benefits of 
ǘƘƛǎ άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅέ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ 
the natural world and changes made to it through human activity. 

The Science curriculum promotes six overarching ideas that highlight certain common approaches 
to a scientific view of the world and which can be applied to many of the areas of science 
understanding. These overarching ideas are the patterns, order and organisation; form and 
function; stability and change; systems; scale and measurement; and matter and energy. 

Aims     To ensure students develop: 

Å  an interest in science as a means of expanding their curiosity and willingness to explore, ask 
questions about and speculate on the changing world in which they live 

Å an understanding of the vision that science provides of the nature of living things, of the Earth 
and its place in the cosmos, and of the physical and chemical processes that explain the 
behaviour of all material things 

Å an understanding of the nature of scientific inquiry and the ability to use a range of scientific 
inquiry methods, including questioning; planning and conducting experiments and 
investigations based on ethical principles; collecting and analysing data; evaluating results; and 
drawing critical, evidence-based conclusions 

Å an ability to communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences, to 
justify ideas on the basis of evidence, and to evaluate and debate scientific arguments and 
claims 

Å an ability to solve problems and make informed, evidence-based decisions about current and 
future applications of science while taking into account ethical and social implications of 
decisions 

Å an understanding of historical and cultural contributions to science as well as contemporary 
science issues and activities and an understanding of the diversity of careers related to science 

Å a solid foundation of knowledge of the Biological, Chemical, Physical, Earth and Space Sciences, 
including being able to select and integrate the scientific knowledge and methods needed to 
explain and predict phenomena, to apply that understanding to new situations and events, 
and to appreciate the dynamic nature of science knowledge. 
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General Capabilities 

The skills, behaviours and attributes that students need to succeed in life and work in the twenty-first 
century have been identified in the Australian Curriculum as general capabilities. There are seven 
general capabilities: 

Å literacy 

Å numeracy 

Å information and communication technology (ICT) competence 

Å critical and creative thinking 

Å ethical behaviour 

Å personal and social competence 

Å intercultural understanding 

These capabilities span all subjects in the Australian Curriculum. 

The science content includes the three strands of Science Understanding, Science Inquiry Skills and 
Science as a Human Endeavour. The three strands of the curriculum are interrelated and their content 
is taught in an integrated way. 

Assessment 

Students are given opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding in a 
number of ways. Examples of assessment are: 

Å Supervised Assessment 

Å Extended Response Tasks 

Å Short Experimental Investigations 

Å Extended Experimental Investigations 

Å Journals 

Å Field Work 

Year 9 Achievement Strand 

By the end of Year 9, students use their knowledge to pose different types of questions that can be 
investigated using a range of inquiry skills. They apply their knowledge of science to explain 
phenomena in the environment and their own lives and describe how knowledge has developed 
through the work of scientists. They plan experimental procedures which include the accurate control 
and measurement of variables. They identify inconsistencies in results and suggest reasons for 
uncertainty in data. They use scientific language and representations when communicating their 
results and ideas. 

Students use knowledge of body systems to explain how complex organisms respond to external 
changes. They use knowledge of interrelationships to describe how changes affect ecosystems. They 
explain geological features and events in terms of geological processes and timescales. They describe 
the structure of atoms and explain chemical changes in terms of the behaviour of atoms. They 
describe a range of chemical reactions and explain their importance. They compare, in qualitative 
terms, how two different forms of energy can be transferred. They describe interrelationships 
between science and technology and give examples of developments in science that have affected 
society. 
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Why study Dance?  
 

Dance gives you coordination, strength and endurance in a way that exceeds that 
of most other physical activities. You will be taught movement patterns that 
promote coordination and kinesthetic memory. Dancing engages the brain and 
entire body in complex physical activity and is an excellent form of exercise for total 
body fitness.  
The study of dance also improves psychological health and maturity. You will be 

given the opportunity to express your emotions and become aware of 
yourself and others through movement. An appreciation of dance 
composition and the relationship between music and dance will 
enhance your understanding of artistry and performance. 
Social awareness of others using interaction and cooperation to 

communicate ideas through the mode of physical movement 
encourages you to understand yourself in relation to others. Working in 

groups enhances your problem-solving skills, arming you against the challenges 
of team work and workplace confrontations. 

Dance develops you in areas such as deportment, personal and professional presentation, stagecraft, 
make-up, costuming, production, and coordination of complimentary services including: 
physiotherapy, stage management/production, lighting and set design. You will become well versed 
in choreographic language and technical vocabulary and complimentary to this, will develop an in 
depth understanding of OHS and WHS procedures and considerations to ensure safety in dance. 
 
What other subjects compliment Dance? 
San Sisto College offers subjects to compliment your Dance studies which could include Economics 
& Business, Fashion, Physical Education and Drama. These subjects are not compulsory in order for 
you to study Dance however, they can complement future employment pathways within the dance 
and creative industries. 
 
What is required to study Dance? 

¶ Commitment and dedication to your studies and practical 

classes 

¶ A passion and love for dance, music and dance 

performance 

¶ Being self-motivated, resourceful and well organised with 

your time 

¶ A willingness to analyse your work and constantly apply 

feedback effectively with a positive outlook 

How will I study Dance? 

¶ Weekly travel off campus to practical dance and performance lessons 

¶ Fortnightly school visits from your lecturer for theory component  

¶ Listening and collaborating ideas and concepts 

¶ Viewing DVDs, YouTube clips and live performance 

¶ Undertaking research and individual study 

¶ Composition and performance of dance pieces 
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How will I be Assessed? 
Students will be assessed through both Making (practical) and Responding (written) tasks 
throughout each semester. The assessment may include formal and informal dance presentation, 
written assignment and oral communication. 

¶ Making assessment: exploring the elements of dance, skills, techniques, shaping, imaging and 

improving through dance choreography, movement, devices and form.  

¶ Responding assessment: reflecting, responding, considering and evaluating own and others 

practice in contemporary and past histories through written communication.  

Career Pathways 
Opportunities for dance related employment for your future include: choreographer, lighting or 
technical designer, stage management and production crew, company or agency management, 
professional dancer, physical therapist, Yoga/Pilates teacher, athletic coach/personal trainer, 
costume designer, photographer/videographer or public school teacher. 
 
VET Dance Qualifications 
San Sisto Dance subject students will also be able to access VET Dance qualifications based on the 
existing study load for this subject. Please contact the Dance Studio for more information regarding 
continuing Senior certification in Dance (Cert 1, Cert III, Cert IV or Diploma). 
 
How much are the subject levies and what equipment do I need? 
Even though teaching a subject like Dance requires a very specific skillset and level of facilities, the 
college has tried to keep the costs for families to a minimum.  While some of the charges for this 
subject will be met by the college, we have set a per Term levy, which for 2021 amounted to $200 
per Term. This levy is subject to change for 2022. The full amount for the year will be invoiced 
during Term 1 and includes two lessons per week. Practical lessons will be located at Arête 
Academy of Arts in Murarrie and the students will be transported to and from the venue by bus. 
For practical lessons, students will be required to have appropriate footwear. The students can 
either wear a plain black leotard or the San Sisto bike shorts with San Sisto sport shirt.  
 
The 2021 College Fee Policy states: 
 
VET/Certificate Subject Levies and Dance are an additional charge.  Please note that no refund is 
applicable when a student cancels enrolment part way through the year of a Certificate course or 
Dance. 
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Design Technologies is an interdisciplinary field of study. 
Its focus is on the well- being of people and the 
enhancement of everyday living for personal, family and 
community life (human-centred design) through accessing 
knowledge, understanding processes, values and skills to enable 
individuals to make informed choices, and through the context 
of foods and fibres. 

Studies in Design Technologies allows students the opportunities to access and engage with the Junior 
Technology curriculum in preparation for Technology subjects in senior (Food & Nutrition, Design, 
Hospitality and Fashion) as well as build strong skills and understanding for related subjects including 
The Arts, Science and Humanities. 

Year 9 course outline: 

ω Fibre Specialisations: Pyjama Party & Dirty Denim  Our young designers explore fibre and fabric 
production, safety and well-being for Australians, including an introduction to 
legislation for consumer rights, and the production of boxer shorts with a 
pyjama top as a skills-based learning unit. With this understanding and skill-
set, as well as an introduction to ergonomics, designers then follow the design 
process independently to design, develop and generate a solution to textiles 
ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ Ψ5ƛǊǘȅ 5ŜƴƛƳΩ ǳǇŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘΦ 

ω Food Specialisations: Convenience Foods and Food Truck Trends 

The focus in this food context is on food preparation skills and safety, food 
presentation and nutritional awareness including the specific use analysis of 
convenience foods (food formulations). Food science, sensory profiling and 
problem-solving are key to unlocking the joy of food specialisations. Our 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŜΩ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
ingredients by developing a product for an international food-truck event. 

 

Year 10 course outline: 

¶ Food Specialisations: Food Science and Hospitality (High Tea) 
Year 10 Design Technology students participate in learning that not only meets the requirements of 
the Design Technologies curriculum for Food Specialisations, but will provides an experience for 
students in the areas of Food Science and Nutrition (in preparation for consideration of Food & 
Nutrition in years 11 and 12), and then an opportunity to apply these principles and knowledge on a 
larger scale in the context of Hospitality Practices for a High Tea (in preparation for consideration of 
Hospitality in years 11 and 12 ς please note, many students elect to study both subjects in senior as 
they compliment not over-lap the knowledge and skills). Designers enjoy experimenting with many 
food science principles to develop their own food product, and then apply this knowledge in our 
stunning commercial kitchens to produce industry-standard food items en-masse. 
 

¶ Fibre Specialisations: Fashion for you and Trashion  

As part of an introduction to Senior Design and Fashion, and further developing problem solving 
skills through the design process and manipulation of materials, Year 10 Design Technologies 
students construct a basic skirt suitable for employment that extends the students repertoire of 
skills above that which they developed in Year 9. There is a strong focus on the effective use of the 
elements and principles of design and fashion history that students who study art will be very 
familiar with! Year 10 Designers are then introduced to Senior Fashion design principles and work 

Design Technologies (Food & Fibre Production) 
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on creating an Avant-garde fashion item based on a well-known designer and the concept of 
recycling/ reusing and repurposing. These tasks are designed to develop an extensive range of 
practical skills using a variety of fabrics, equipment, numeracy and literacy skills in following a 
commercial pattern and producing high-quality textiles garments. 

 

Design Technologies supports working towards a sustainable environment. Emphasis on the family 
is promoted as it commonly provides the environmental content for the provision of basic needs in 
everyday life. 

The complexity of modern living also calls for the efficient management of resources. Management 
skills are becoming increasingly important if the individual is to be equipped to make the informed 
and reasoned choices necessary for personal, family and work survival and development. 
Employment of 
 
sound management procedures and effective interpersonal interactions are vitally important in all 
aspects of life. 

Design Technologies presents its diverse range of subject matter through practical experience. It is 
the application of theory to practice that makes this course such a valuable learning experience. The 
study of Design & Technologies is undertaken with an emphasis a decision making and evaluation 
process, to develop the ability to make informed choices and to appraise outcomes, following the 
design process of the national Design Technologies curriculum. 

Design Technologies supports the development of responsible and critical thought. Contributory to 
this intent is the development of appropriate terminology and use of communication relevant to the 
field of Design Technologies ς examples include data generation and communication, fashion flat-
lays, essays, standard recipe cards, packaging and labelling, and marketing and promotion. 

The study of Design Technologies empowers students to contribute to the determination and control 
of the quality of their existence in the human ecological system. The abilities and skills attained in 
the study of Design & Technologies are transferable to a range of work options and other life paths. 

Design Technologies is such a valued learning area at San Sisto College that over the past 5 years a 
minimum of 70% of each cohort of students has elected to study Design Technologies for years 9 
and 10!!! These units have been specifically designed to help your daughters transfer into the 
Queensland Certificate of Education subjects. 

 
Assessment Outline 
Practical Work/Folios: Continuous assessment is incorporated into each module and includes 

the ability to apply decision making processes in practical situations, 
management and manipulative skills in design, textile and food 
preparation. Written folios accompany practical work which the students 
complete following the design process. 

 
 

Home Study Expectations 
Å completion of set homework tasks 
Å nightly study and weekly revision of theory work covered in class/ preparation or 

previewing of practical lessons or experiment methods 
Å practical work preparation ς written work plan  

       ς materials, ingredients and equipment, as required 
        ς self-evaluation of performance after each practical lesson 
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Please Note 

At present the Design Technologies Levy assists with basic learning resources for textile modules and 
ingredients for group experiments and class demonstrations. 
Students need to supply: 

¶ a named sewing kit containing pins, needles, quick up-pick, fabric scissors, marking  
 chalk tape measure (Year 8 kit can be reused, new pins should be purchased)  

¶ fabric and notions for individual textile tasks 

¶ an apron, and ingredients for individual practical tasks (as required) on a set 
               day each cycle. Students may also need to bring suitable containers to take their food 
  home. If students do not bring their ingredients this will affect their practical skill 
  development.  It is essential that they organise themselves. 
 
Parents will be advised of practical lesson dates at the commencement of the unit. 
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